
 
 
 

“Central City High School” Proposal 
Executive Summary 

 
 

Access to high quality public secondary education is important to Chicago’s success and growth as 
a major urban center of commerce and culture. Our proposal for a new “Central City High School” 
evolved from a previous community led effort in public primary education that resulted in the opening of 
Chicago’s first STEM school, the STEM Magnet Academy, in the fall of 2011 as a K-3 school which will 
grow to be K-8. STEM Magnet Academy was recognized during the Honoring Excellence portion of the 
September, 2012 Chicago Board of Education meeting by Chicago Board of Education President, David 
Vitale, as one of the top three, non-selective enrollment schools in Chicago with the percentage of 
students whose composite score on the Illinois Standard Achievement Test in the exceeds category for 
the 2011-’12 school year being the highest in the CPS system.  

 
STEM Magnet Academy, located at 1522 W. Fillmore St., is one of three academically excellent 

CPS magnet elementary schools in the community near the University of Illinois at Chicago.  STEM 
Magnet Academy, the Andrew Jackson Language Academy and Galileo Math & Science Academy are all 
located within less than a half mile of each other.  These three city-wide schools are in the attendance 
area of the John M. Smyth Elementary School, a neighborhood school with magnet cluster status. The 
John M. Smyth attendance area is bordered on its east by the South Loop Elementary School attendance 
area, on its north by the Mark T. Skinner West Elementary School attendance area and on its west by 
the Washington Irving Elementary School attendance area.  These four attendance areas are compact 
and contiguous and together define an area we call the central city, comprised of the communities of the 
South Loop, the West Loop, University Village and Tri Taylor (please see attached map and demographic 
data). 

 
The Central City High School proposal is a new model for a CPS high school. Its attendance area 

would be the above mentioned four contiguous attendance areas. The high school would be fed by the 7 
schools within this attendance area. Four of the 7 schools have neighborhood attendance areas and 3 
are city-wide magnet schools.  Thus, Central City High School would have a guaranteed neighborhood 
component and a city-wide component. Any 8th grade graduate of one of these 7 schools or any 8th 
grade graduate residing within the attendance area, irrespective of where they graduate 8th grade, 
would be able to attend Central City High School. 
 

A thorough review of research literature reveals that housing prices are substantially impacted by 
public school performance.  A healthy housing market contributes to the property tax rolls. One of the 
most frequently cited studies in the literature on the subject is one done by Sandra Black of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York entitled, “Do Better Schools Matter? Parental Valuation Of Elementary 
Education*.” She found that parents are willing to pay 2.5 percent more for housing for a 5 percent 
increase in test scores. Gregorio Caetano from the University of California, Berkeley, Department of 
Economics, in his study, “Estimation of Parental Valuation of School Quality in the U.S,” found that 
parents with children in high school are willing to pay about 2.7% higher rent per year in order to 
send their high school children to a district with 5% higher average test scores. His estimates 
for those with middle or elementary school children were 1.6% and 1.4%, respectively. 
 

Thomas Downes from Tufts University, Department of Economics, in his study, “The Impact of 
School Characteristics on House Prices: Chicago 1987-1991” found that a 1 percent increase in the mean 
reading test score in the neighborhood school will lead to a 1.6 percent increase in house values, on 
average. Thus, using his data, a 5% increase in the mean reading test score in a neighborhood 
school might lead to an increase of 8% in house values.   
 



 
 

Table 2 below contains information on the seven public primary schools in the “Central City” area 
and the demographic and socioeconomic status of their student bodies.  The student body of Central City 
High School would be socioeconomically diverse.  The demographics of the student body of the 7 schools 
that would feed into Central City High School and the demographics of the secondary aged children 
residing within the high school attendance area are diverse and reflective of Chicago socioeconomic 
diversity. 
 

Discussions with the principals of the 7 elementary schools have indicated that many 8th grade 
graduates of these schools have difficulty gaining admission to academically excellent high schools. This 
is a cause of concern for both the principals of these schools and the parents of the students who attend 
them. 
 
 
TABLE 2: “CENTRAL CITY” PUBLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL CHARACTERISTICS 

 
 
A summary of our work to date on this proposal is as follows: 
 

• Team met with Adam Anderson in the CPS Portfolio Office and Amy Sue Mertens in CPS Family & 
Community Engagement to discuss the proposal.  

• Team met with CPS Fulton Network Chief, Shonda Huery-Hardman, CPS West Side High School 
Chief, Theresa Plascencia, and Steve Gering, CPS Chief Leadership Development Officer.  

• Team met with Oliver Sicat, CPS Chief Portfolio Officer, Phil Hampton, CPS Executive Director of 
Family & Community Engagement, and Adam Anderson. 

• Team met with Chicago Board of Education President, David Vitale, and his Chief of Staff, Abigayil 
Joseph.  

• Team met with the Principals of Skinner West, Smyth, Andrew Jackson and STEM Magnet 
Academy and the Assistant Principal of South Loop Elementary to discuss this high school 
concept.  We followed up with a meeting with the Principal and Assistant Principal of Washington 
Irving and the Principal of Galileo because they were unable to make the Principal’s meeting. The 
Principals were enthusiastic and supportive.  

• Team met with CPS Director of Intergovernmental Affairs, Mike Rendina, and Phil Hampton.   

School No. of 
Classrooms
/ 
Homerooms 

Ideal 
Enroll- 
ment 

Space Report/ 
“At-a-glance” 
Enrollment 

Latino White Black Asian Low 
Income 

         
Galileo 28.5 / 21 630 630 / 596 63.3% ~8% 20.6% ~5% 72% 
AJLA 22 / 16 480 555 /561 26% 24.1% ~20% ~20% 35.1% 
Skinner 32.5 / 24 720 784 / 832 ~8% ~15% 39.3% 18.4% 26.7% 
STEM 27 / 20 600 227 / 282 26.6% ~20% 32.6% ~20% 52.5% 
Smyth 54.5 / 41 1230 472 / 461 3.5% 0% 93.3% ~2% 96.5% 
S. Loop 30.5 / 23 690 787 / 808 ~8% 27.2% 45.7% ~8% 26.7% 
Irving 24 / 18 540 481 / 453 28% ~3% 65.3% ~3% 88.1% 
         
Total  4890       
Total W/out Smyth 3660       


